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lobby; but w h a t  about alcohol, w hat about obe s i t y ?  We hear 
tho se two items. F i r s t  of all, I also h a v e  an amend m e n t  that 
will fol l o w  this one t hat will increase th e  a l cohol tax, a tax 
that has n ot b e e n  i n c r e a s e d  since 1987. T h o s e  w i t h  obesity, 
there is o nly one t h i n g  th e r e  t hat t h e r e  is no secondhand 
obesity. There is s e c o ndhand s m oking problems. So I would 
encourage yo u  to co n s i d e r  at this t ime a 5 0 -cent t a x  on 
cigarettes. I t h i n k  we'll h a v e  a l o n g - l a s t i n g  effect on the 
h eal t h  of Nebraskans. W i t h  that, I'd b e  g l a d  to answer any 
q uestions that yo u  m i g h t  have on this v e r y  s e r i o u s  issue. Thank 
y o u , M r . P r e s i d e n t .

S E NA TO R CUDABACK: T h a n k  you, Senator Jensen. (Visitors
introduced.) On w i t h  d i s c u s s i o n  of th e  J e n s e n  amend m e n t  to the 
di v i d e d  co mm i t t e e  amendments. This is AM3259. S e nat or  Brown, 
f ollowed b y  S enators Janssen, Wickersham, Engel, Landis and 
B o u r n e . S e nat or B r o w n .

S E NA TO R BROWN: Mr. President, m e m b e r s  of th e  Legislature, I
cannot agree more w i t h  at least p art of w h a t  S e nator Landis said 
and t hat is tha t a c i g a r e t t e  t ax should b e  a b o u t  the h e a l t h  of 
our citizens, es p e c i a l l y  the h e a l t h  of our y o u n g  people, and not 
be about d e a l i n g  w i t h  the fiscal pr o b l e m s  t h a t  are p r e s e n t e d  to 
us right now, b e c a u s e  I b e l i e v e  that the reas o n  for taxing 
cigarettes has to d o  w i t h  p r i c e . ..pricing so t h a t  yo u n g  people 
will be less likely t o  start s m oking or to start u s i n g  other 
kinds of t o b a c c o  products. An d  I w o n d e r e d  if S e nator Jensen 
w o u l d  y i e l d  to some questions.

SENATOR CUDABACK: W o u l d  you yield, S e n ator Jensen.

S E NATOR JENSEN: Yes.

SENATOR BROWN: Tell m e  how, un d e r  your proposal, w e . ..we have a
g uarantee that this is going to deal w i t h  h e a l t h - r e l a t e d  
a ctivities and no t  just w i t h  our...a s h o r t - t e r m  s olution to our 
revenue problems?

S E NATOR JENSEN: Well, first of all $5 m i l l i o n  w o u l d  go into the
Kids Connection, w h i c h  is a Med i c a i d  s i t u a t i o n  that t he state of 
N ebraska will h a v e  to fund, or should f und in m y  opinion. We're


